
REPORT TRAINING AFRICA (Botswana) 

I arrived in Gaborone airport the 5th January in the afternoon and I found the 

president, the secretary and the technical director of the Botswana Federation to  

welcome me. 

The brought me to the hotel (Indaba Hotel Gaborone  4 stars); accommodation has 

been very good lunch and dinner included, and I have been always accompanied by 

a person from the Federation. 

I had from the second day at my disposal a car with chauffer provided by the 

Botswana Dance Sport Council (photo). 

The training started the 6
th

 in the morning at 10.00 am, and after a little introduction 

about the develop of the work to do, we immediately started working. 

Concerning WDSF lectures, I showed with the help of the slides WDSF structure and 

history, the system 2.0 and all documents about judges, couples and organizers.                             

 (Competition rule, Adjudicator Code of Conduct, Operating policy of Athletes) 

About technique lectures, thanks to WDSF  books  I’ve had the possibility to divide 

the lectures between theory lectures and practical lessons, explaining in the most 

innovative way  all the principles with the slides of the books. I must say that all 

participants were really impressed about the easy way in which is possible to 

understand very clearly all principles and each level of difficulties. 

About practical lessons, I have shared specific lessons to develop technique, and 

others for the improvements of the youngest people, since in Africa the majority 

part of athletes are in Juveniles, Juniors 1 and 2, Youth and Adult categories. 

The first evening I had my first meeting with the National Olympic Committee vice 

president and with the organizer of the African Youth Games, that are going to be 

held in Botswana the 11
th

 of May. The vice president of the Olympic Committee has 

been really impressed about our organization and especially for the project we want 

to develop in Africa, and gave me all his availability for supporting us (structures, 

men and money) both for logistic support and for economical contribute. Besides, 

since during that occasion 42 african  countries will be present to all sport events 

and they are going to plan several conferences with all delegates (sport ministers, 

Olympic committee presidents), I proposed to the African Youth Games organizer to 



give us a special space inside the various conferences to have the possibility to 

explain them our organization and the project we want to develop in Africa. I think 

this is a great opportunity, since at the same time we will have the possibility to 

meet all countries and start creating a relationship with all those one interested in 

our project. The organizer is available to host all our delegation and to organize with 

the help and support of the Olympic Committee and the Botswana Federation all 

meetings. 

During the training I met every day a different country. 

MOZAMBIQUE: 

The situation in this country is quite good; they have just received from the 

Federation the recognition by the Minister of Sport and the  Minister of Justice, and 

the president of the federation assured me that they will pay the WDSF fee within 

the end of the month, so that they will definitively enter in our family. They also 

would like to organize next time I will move to Africa a workshop in Maputo, where I 

could meet teachers, trainers and top level couples. They are going to ask help to 

Botswana for starting build up their first professional teachers by using their same 

license system.    

LESOTHO: 

It’s a very small country but full of clubs and couples. I met the secretary delegated 

by the president  (the queen of Lesotho) who was allowed in this occasion to talk 

and eventually decide in her place. They organize only one big event per year and 

generally couples move to South Africa to compete in this occasion. The queen is 

the promoter of the event both economically and for the organization. She’s also 

interested to meet me next time for trying to give a different impulse to the 

competition. They are also really interested in organizing a workshop with teachers 

and trainers. 

SOUTH AFRICA: 

At the meeting there were the vice president and one of the regional president; we 

agreed that they immediately will provide to substitute the imperial book with the 

WDSF ones, and they will start to organize training for the syllabus formation with 

the new books. During the month of February elections will take place, but they 

think the actual Presidium will be confirmed; in any case we agreed to keep in 



contact for any need and for supporting them if necessary. They really appreciate 

that WDSF is available to organize regular appointments in Africa for developing and 

promote the growth of dance sport. 

BOTSWANA: 

I met the President, the secretary and the Technical  Director and first of all they 

asked me information how to turn from the status of provisional member into Full 

member since actually they got the recognition  of the Minister of the Sport, of the 

Olympic Committee and from the Botswana Dance Council. They asked me to 

organize a system for providing license to become professional; I told them I will 

propose them a system that must be approved before by our Sport Director. Here 

included there are many photos with all explanations of all the structures that 

Gaborone has at its disposition. They asked me if it could be possible to organize the 

Junior Latin World Championship in 2015 together with an International Open; I 

explained them that this kind of event must be first evaluated by the Sport Director 

and then that they need a big quantity of money for all organization. They explained 

me that they have as main sponsor the Botswana Diamond Company and the 

Minister of the Sport, so economically they shouldn’t have any problems. They also 

confirmed me their availability to guest next Training that could be done during the 

month of July, the best period for them, and they will try to involve other new 

countries.   

During my stay I had also the possibility to talk on the phone with the president of 

Namibia and Swaziland Federation, and they told me they will be present to next 

meeting with their delegation and they are doing everything for becoming WDSF 

members. 

The last day one closing ceremony has been organized (photos) in the Botswana 

Dance Sport Council location. There was the Olympic Committee vice president and 

in this occasion we gave to all participants the Certificate of Participation to the 

Training. There were a lot of journalists, TV and radio speakers from Botswana and 

South Africa, making interviews to me and to the various delegates. 

I had the last meeting with the Botswana Sport Council President, who is in charge 

of the management of all sport structures of the nation. We talked about what we 

could do for the develop of dance sport, and we agreed that next time we will 

organize a workshop with the teachers of the schools and colleges of Botswana, to 



introduce them a plan of study to develop dance sport with all the students, since 

this project is just planned in the studying program. They are disposal to finance 

some projects that we have to discuss in the future. 

Conclusions: 

My personal opinion about my stay in Botswana is that we  have created a good 

start for the future for a continuous work to develop. All countries reacted in a very 

positive way and the feedback is extremely  positive. I think we should still organize 

in Botswana next training in the month of July since they have structures and good 

organization; I am sure that next time more countries will participate and I also 

believe that a longer period is necessary to do a better job considering all projects to 

develop, and also for having the possibility to visit our members and demonstrate 

them our availability.   

   

GIOVANNI CHIAPPERINI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL PICTURE LAST DAY DURING THE CLOSED CEREMONY 



       THE OFFICIAL CAR OF THE BOTSWANA 

DANCE      DANCE SPORT COUNCIL 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST MEETING WITH 

RIGHT: 

VICE PRESIDENT OF OLIMPIC COMITEE 

Mr.Botsang Tshenyego 

LEFT: 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICIER 

AFRICAN YOUTH GAMES 

Mr. Tuelo D. Serufho 
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